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RARE  SILVER  MINT  MARKS 

Mostly  in  superb  condition 


DIMES 

1841  O Uncirculated,  brilliant.. .$  3.00 
1854  O Uncirculated,  brilliant...  1.25 

1857  O Uncirculated,  brilliant...  1.50 

1858  S Very  fine  7.50 

1859  O Uncirculated,  brilliant...  1.50 

1859  S Fine  - 5.00 

1864  S Fine  1.25 

1866  S Fine  - 2.00 

1870  S Extremely  fine,  lustre 25.00 

1873  S Uncirculated,  brilliant...  12.50 

1875  S Uncirculated,  brilliant 

S below  wreath  1.50 

1875  S Uncirculated,  brilliant 

S in  wreath  1.50 

1875  CC  Uncirculated,  brilliant 

CC  below  wreath  1.00 

1875  CC  Uncirculated,  brilliant 

CC  in  wreath  1.00 

1876  S Uncirculated,  brilliant  ...  1.25 

1876  CC  Uncirculated, 

brilliant  - 100 

1877  CC  Uncirculated, 

brilliant  1.25 

1878  CC  Brilliant  proof  10.00 

1884  S Uncirculated, 

proofdike  12.50 

1885  S Uncirculated, 

mint  lustre  - 50.00 

1891  O Uncirculated, 

mint  lustre  — 2.50 

QUARTER  DOLLARS 

1840  O With  drapery.  Perfect 

mint  state  - 5.00 

1842  O Large  date. 

Uncirculated  3.50 

1847  O Uncirculated,  brilliant...  4.00 

1850  O Uncirculated,  superb 

proof  surface  5.00 

1852  O Very  fine  7.50 

1857  S Fine  5.00 

1868  S Uncirculated,  brilliant?  7.50 


1869  S Fine  1.50 

1871  S Fine  2.50 

1872  CC  Fine  12.50 

1873  S Uncirculated  8.00 

1874  S Uncirculated,  brilliant...  8.00 


HALF  DOLLARS 

1839  O Uncirculated,  brilliant... 

1842  O Small  date.  Fine  

1843  O Uncirculated  

1844  O Uncirculated  

1845  O Uncirculated, 

proofdike  

1852  O Brilliant  proof  

1853  O Uncirculated  

1854  O Uncirculated  

1855  O Uncirculated  

1856  O Uncirculated  

1856  S Extremely  fine  

1857  O Uncirculated  

1858  O Uncirculated  

1858  S Large  S.  Uncirculated... 

1859  O Brilliant  proof  

1860  O Uncirculated, 

proofdike  

1860  S Medium  S.  Ex.  fine, 

mint  lustre  

1861  O Uncirculated  

1861  S Large  S.  Uncirculated... 

1864  S Large  S.  Uncirculated... 

1865  S Small  S.  Uncirculated... 

1866  S Without  motto. 

Very  fine  - 

1866  S With  motto.  Unc. 

brilliant  

1870  S Ex.  fine,  mint  lustre  

1871  S Uncirculated, 

superb  lustre  

1872  S Uncirculated, 

brilliant  lustre  

1875  S Uncirculated,  brilliant- 

1876  S Uncirculated,  brilliant- 

1877  S Uncirculated,  brilliant- 


6.00 

15.00 

2.50 

3.00 

3.50 

20.00 

6.50 
1.25 
1.25 

2.00 
20.00 

3.50 

1.50 
22.50 

7.50 

2.00 

6.00 

2.00 

10.00 

6.00 

6.00 

15.00 

10.00 

5.00 

10.00 

10.00 

3.00 

2.00 

1.50 


Any  of  the  above  coins  will  be  sent  upon  receipt  of  price 
or  may  be  had  on  approval  by  regular  customers. 
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In  answer  to  a paragraph  which  ap- 
peared  in  the  March  Journal  one  of  our 
readers  has  sent  us  a letter  which  we 
reproduce  in  the  next  column.  His  idea 
is  interesting  hut  we  still  do  not  think 
collecting  coins  out  of  circulation  is 
numismatics. 


Several  of  our  subscribers  have  sent 
a memo  of  other  dates  of  Guatemala 
coins  and  we  appreciate  their  interest. 
Records  of  this  kind  can  only  be  ac- 
quired  by  co-operation. 


National  Coin  Week  was  celebrated 
from  March  23rd  to  29th  and  many 
special  exhibits  were  made  in  various 
parts  of  the  country.  Mr.  S.  M.  Koep- 
pel  in  Los  Angeles  really  outdid  him- 
self with  the  variety  of  exhibits  and 
his  city  should  be  most  coin  conscious. 


The  subscriptions  for  the  new  Coin 
Collector  Series  are  coming  in  very  slow- 
ly. We  are  most  anxious  to  continue 
these  publications  but  must  have  the 
support  of  collectors  to  do  so. 

The  famous  Newcomer  collection  of 
Brunswick  multiple  thalers  and  other 
rare  coins  will  be  sold  by  auction  in 
New  York  early  in  May.  Our  subscrib- 
ers will  all  receive  a catalogue. 


March  4,  1941. 

Coin  Collectors  Journal, 

630  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York. 

I note  the  following  excerpt  in  your 
Journal  which  1 deem  of  importance  re- 
quiring an  answer,  namely; 

As  an  example  of  present  day  col- 
lecting, Mr.  Stuart  Mosher,  remarks, 
page  33  of  the  March  issue  of  the  Col- 
lectors Journal,  “Well  over  50%  of  the 
Advertising  appearing  in  the  Numis- 
matist and  Scrapbook  during  1940  of- 
fered coins  picked  from  circulation”. 

This  brings  to  the  front  an  economic 
problem  that  works  in  devious  ways.  All 
dealers  confine  themselves  to  customers 
demands  and  their  ability  to  buy  and 
pay  for  coins.  The  urge  to  collect  is  not 
diminished  thereby  and  has  its  merit, 
since  the  collectors  soon  learn  the  art  and 
later  they  trade  in  their  circulated  for 
Proofs  and  Uncirculated  coins,  paying 
cash  besides. 

The  trend  to  collect  circulated  coins 
educates  and  whets  the  urge  to  secure 
dates  that  are  scarce  in  all  denomina- 
tions issued  by  the  United  States.  This 
may  then  be  construed  as  a healthy  omen 
when  dealers  note  that  the  depression 
culled  down  the  collectors  ability  to  buy, 
but  not  their  urge  to  collect.  The  law 
of  economics  finally  balances  all  trade, 
hence  the  survival  of  the  fittest. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
WILLIAM  J.  SCHULTZ. 
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EDWARD  T.  NEWELL 


Through  the  death  of  Edward  T. 
Newell  on  February  18  numismatics  has 
suffered  the  loss  of  the  greatest  scholar 
yet  to  grace  its  science  in  this  country. 
Mr.  Newell's  interest  in  the  study  of 
coins  began  early  in  life  while  a student 
at  Yale  University.  Two  years  before 
graduation  he  became  a member  of  the 
American  Numismatic  Society.  In  1916 
he  was  chosen  President  of  the  Society, 
a post  in  which  he  served  continuously 
until  his  death.  His  wise  direction  of  its 
policies  and  his  personal  identification 
with  its  activities  attained  for  the  So- 
ciety  a world' wide  reputation. 


While  Mr.  Newell's  general  field  of 
interest  was  ancient  coins,  his  knowledge 
of  many  other  sections  of  the  field  was 
more  than  that  of  the  average  specialist. 
Through  a deep  interest  in  the  whole  of 
ancient  history,  an  excellent  linguistic 
background,  and  a fine  appreciation  of 
artistic  style,  he  became  expert  in  Greek, 
Roman,  Byzantine,  Mohammedan,  Sas' 
sanid  and  Indian  numismatics.  Greek 
coins  demanded  his  greatest  attention 
and  of  these  the  series  of  Alexander  the 
Great  and  his  successors  in  the  Hellenistic 
kingdoms  became  his  specialty,  a field 
in  which  he  was  the  recognized  world 
authority. 

Mr.  Newell’s  publications  were  many 
and  written  in  an  easy,  clear  style  not 


often  found  in  scholarly  articles.  One 
of  his  earliest  works  was  "Reattribution 
of  Certain  Tetradrachms  of  Alexander 
the  Great,”  published  in  1912.  This 
was  a study  of  the  famous  hoard  of  over 
4800  tetradrachms  of  Alexander  found 
at  Demanhur,  Egypt,  in  190T  Through 
it  and  a later  monograph  on  the  same 
hoard,  the  groundwork  was  established 
for  the  scientific  attribution  of  the  mass 
of  Alexander’s  coins  to  their  various 
mints.  These  publications  were  the  re' 
suit  of  painstaking  study  of  the  style, 
die'relationships,  monograms  and  synv 
hols  of  multitudinous  specimens.  Coup' 
ling  the  same  methods  with  evidence  from 
other  hoards  and  the  historical  back' 
ground  of  the  period,  Mr.  Newell  con' 
tinued  his  studies  of  the  Alexandrine 
series  and  expanded  them  to  include 
those  of  Demetrius  Poliorcetes,  Phik' 
taerus,  and  the  Seleucid  dynasty.  His 
last  two  large  works  on  the  eastern  and 
western  Seleucid  mints  establish  the 
chronology  and  mint  assignment  of  the 
coinage  of  the  first  seven  of  the  Seleucid 
kings.  These  two  volumes  will  bear 
monumental  testimony  to  the  genius  of 
his  scholarship. 

Aside  from  his  studies  and  puhlica' 
tions,  Mr.  Newell's  other  activities  were 
many.  As  America’s  foremost  authority 
on  ancient  coins  his  services  were  con' 
stantly  called  upon  by  archaeologists  and 
specialists  in  all  fields  when  their  inves' 
tigations  involved  some  numismatic  proR 
lem.  The  coin  trade,  the  extensive  and 
the  average  collector,  all  with  any  sort 
of  interest  in  ancient  coins  eventually 
called  upon  him  for  advice. 

Mr.  Newell’s  numismatic  contributions 
will  make  him  remembered  as  one  of  the 
greatest  of  numismatists  as  long  as  the 
science  lives.  To  those  who  had  personal 
contact  with  him,  however,  he  will  be 
remembered  as  much,  it  not  more,  for 
his  genial  and  helpful  personality. 
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Spanish  American  Silver  Coins 

(Continued) 


Sante  Fe  de  Bogota 

Spanish  navigators  came  ashore  in  this  part  of  South  America  before  1500  and 
Columbus  himself  visited  the  region  while  on  his  last  voyage.  Settlements  were  begun 
after  1508  and  what  is  now  known  as  Bogota  was  first  visited  about  1537.  In  1564 

this  region  was  made  a presidency,  and  in  I 7 I 8 it  became  a vice  royalty  under  the 

name  of  Neuvo  Reino  de  Granada,  entirely  distinct  from  Peru  under  which  it  had 
formerly  been  a part. 

In  1622  a mint  was  started  at  Santa  Fe  as  Bogota  was  then  known,  the  mint 

initials  NR  (Neuvo  Reino)  being  for  the  name  of  the  province  and  not  for  the  city. 

A new  mint  building  was  begun  in  1751  and  gold  coins  were  first  made  in  1756, 
although  a few  specimens  are  known  of  early  crude  type.  For  over  one  hundred 
years  before  that  silver  only  was  coined  and  the  pieces  were  patterned  after  the 
coins  of  Charles  and  Johanna  struck  in  Mexico  over  a hundred  years  before.  All  of 
these  pieces  struck  during  the  reigns  of  Philip  IV,  Charles  II  and  Philip  V followed  the 
same  type,  the  shield  of  Castile  and  Leon  on  one  side,  the  pillars  of  FHercules  on  the 
other  separating  the  motto  PLVS  VLTRA  and  the  mint  mark,  then  written  N°R.  About 
all  the  pieces  bore  dates  but  as  the  dies  were  so  poorly  struck  the  date  is  often 
missing.  They  were  struck  in  the  denominations  of  eight,  four  and  two  reales  and 
all  are  very  rare  today.  During  the  reign  of  Charles  III  no  silver  appears  to  have  been 
made  except  reals  and  half-reals  in  1772  and  1773.  From  1791  until  the  end  of  the 
reign  of  Charles  IV  in  1808  the  type  was  the  same  as  the  Mexican.  Two,  one  and 
quarter  reals  were  occasionally  struck  during  this  reign. 

All  of  the  coinage  of  Ferdinand  VII  bore  the  head  of  Charles  IV,  although  the 
striking  was  continued  into  1820,  when  the  mint  was  taken  over  by  the  republican 
forces.  In  silver,  only  the  smaller  pieces  were  struck. 
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8 Reales 
1759 


8 Reales 


SANTE  FE  DE  BOGOTA 
Minfmark— NR 

Coins  of  Ferdinand  VI 

Pillar  type  | I 

4 Reales  2 Reales  I Real 


Coins  of  Charles 

III 

Pillar  type  ( 1 

1760 

Bust  type  | 2 ] 

1772 

1772 

1773 

1773 

1784 

Coins  of  Charles  IV 

Bust  of  Charles  III  [ 3 ] 

Have  not  seen  any  coins  of  this  type. 


4 Reales 


Bust  of  Charles  IV  [ 4 | 


2 Reales 


Real 

Vz  Real 

Va  Real 

1796 

1797 

1798 

1799 

1799 

1801 

1802 

1803 

1804 

1806 

1808 

Coins  of  Ferdinand  VII 

Busf  of  Charles  IV  | 5 j 


1810 

1810 

1812 

1816 

1816 

1817 

1817 

1818 

1819 

1819 

1821 
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P O P A Y A N 

Mintmark— P or  PN 


The  second  mint  in  Colombia  in  colonial  days  was  in  the  above  named  city 
which  was  founded  in  1538.  It  was  located  in  the  southwestern  part  of  the  country 
about  240  miles  from  Bogota.  It  has  an  elevation  of  over  a mile  above  sea  level. 
At  one  time  it  was  an  important  commercial  and  mining  center  but  today  it  is  a 
city  of  little  importance.  Although  requests  had  been  made  to  have  a mint  estab- 
lished at  Popayan  since  1725  opposition  and  delays  had  prevented  any  action  being 
taken  until  1749  when  a royal  decree  was  granted.  Although  building  operations 
were  started  they  were  soon  suspended.  It  was  not  until  February  1758  that  the  first 
coins  were  struck.  These  were  two  escudo  pieces.  Nearly  a month  later  the  first 
onza  or  8 scudo  piece  was  made.  On  May  20,  1763  the  mint  was  closed  down 
through  the  insistence  of  the  authorities  at  Quito,  after  being  in  operation  a little 
over  five  years.  The  restrictions  were  removed  in  August  1766  and  work  was  re- 
sumed in  February  1767.  Although  various  vicissitudes,  jealousies,  etc.,  cropped  up 
in  after  years  the  mint  continued  to  function  until  the  end  of  the  Spanish  rule  when 
it  was  taken  over  by  the  Republic.  Under  Ferdinand  VII,  8 reals  were  struck  from 
1810-1816  and  1820;  2,  I and  V2  reals  were  made  at  different  dates  all  bearing  the 
head  of  Charles  IV.  The  cuartillos  bore  the  usual  type  of  castle  and  lion.  The  last 
Spanish  coin  bore  the  date  1822.  It  was  a silver  2 real  piece  and  bears  the  interest- 
ing inscription  FERDND.  7.  D.  G.  ET.  CONST.  The  mint  marks  of  this  mint  are 
either  P,  PN  or  PN. 


Coins  of  Ferdinand  VII 

Bust  of  Charles  IV  [ 5 ] 


8 Reales 

4 Reales 

2 Reales 

1 Real 

V2  Real 

1810 

1810 

1810 

1810 

1811 

1811 

1812 

1813 

1814 

1815 

1816 

1818 

1819 

1820 

1820 

1822 

1822 

1823 

1823 

Va  Real 


1816 


Medina  mentions  a real  of  this  mint  dated  1772  and  a quartilla  dated  1783  but 
he  had  not  seen  them  and  their  existence  seems  very  doubtful. 
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BAHAMAS 


ANTIGUA 


BARBADOES 


BERMUDA 


TRINIDAD 


JAMAICA 


.If.  RtASCA 

h*t*^t.*»***--'-  4 

cwimfcf$?¥ 
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ANTIGUA 

1  Farthing  1836.  Palm  tree.  R Value 


BAHAMAS 

1  Halfpenny  1806,  07.  Bust  of  George 
III.  R Ship 

BARBADOES 

Copper 

1 Penny  1788.  Negro  head.  R Pine- 

apple 

2 Halfpenny  1792.  Negro  head.  R 

Neptune  in  marine  car. 

3 Penny  1792.  Similar 

Tokens 

4 Halfpenny.  Moses  Tolanto.  Bale  R 

Cask 

5 Farthing.  Similar 

6 Farthing.  Thomas  Lawlor  & Co. 

Bridgetown 

BERMUDA 

7 Halfpenny  1793.  Bust  of  George  III. 

R Ship 

JAMAICA 

Copper-Nickel  Coins 
VICTORIA 

1 Farthing  1880-1900.  Bust  of  queen. 

R Arms  and  value 

2 Halfpenny  1869-1900.  Similar 

3 Penny  1869-1900.  Similar 

EDWARD  VII 


4 Farthing  1902-10.  Bust  to  r.  R 

Arms  and  value 

5 Halfpenny  1902-10.  Similar 


6  Penny  1902-10.  Similar 

The  coins  of  1902  to  1904  have 
horizontal  shading  in  cross  of 
shield,  while  on  the  later  ones  it 
is  vertical. 

GEORGE  V 


7 Farthing  1914-34.  Bust  to  1.  Pi 

Arms  and  value 

8 Halfpenny  1914-28.  Similar 

9 Penny  1914-28.  Similar 

GEORGE  VI 


10 

N ickel-Bronze 

Farthing  1937.  Crowned 

bust  R 

11 

Arms  and  value 
Halfpenny  1937.  Similar 

12 

Penny  1937.  Similar 

13 

Copper  Tokens 

Halfpenny  1844.  Thomas 

Lund ay  & 

14 

Co.  Steamship 
Halfpenny  1844.  Thomas 

Lundie  & 

15 

Co.  Similar 

Halfpenny.  M.  Howard. 

Coach  R 

16 

Horse 

Halfpenny.  Wm.  Smith.  Incuse  let- 

17 

ters 

Penny.  Wm.  Smith.  Arms 

TRINIDAD 

Copper  Tokens 

1 Farthing.  J.  G.  D’Ade  & Co. 

2 Halfpenny.  H.  E.  Rapseys.  Port  of 

Spain  Half  Stampee 
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EARLY  AMERICAN  MEDALS 


THE  KITTANNING  MEDAL 

1756.  Obverse:  THE  GIFT  OF  THE 
CORPORATION  OF  THE  CITY  OF 
PHIFADEFPHIA.  A shield  believed  to 
be  the  arms  formerly  used  by  the  City 
of  Philadelphia;  the  present  arms  are 
quite  different. 

Reverse:  KITTANNING  DE- 

STROYED  BY  COE.  ARMSTRONG. 
In  exergue,  SEPTEMBER.  1 1756.  Log 
cabin  village  in  flames;  to  right  a river; 
in  foreground  an  officer  accompanied 
by  two  men  points  to  a soldier  firing 
under  cover  of  a tree;  an  Indian  f all- 
ing  on  the  bank  of  the  river  at  right. 

Silver,  bronze  and  pewter.  Size  28. 
See  American  journal  of  Numismatics 
Vol.  VI.  No.  7. 

The  medal  above  was  struck  by  the 
City  of  Philadelphia  to  commemorate 
Col.  Armstrong’s  destruction  of  Kittan- 
ning.  Each  of  the  commissioned  officers 
in  the  engagement  received  one  of  these 


medals  in  silver.  The  dies  were  made  by 
Edward  Duffield,  a watchmaker  of  Phila- 
delphia,  and  are  now  in  the  U.  S.  mint. 
Restrikes  were  made  in  bronze. 

The  usual  hostility  of  the  Delaware 
Indians  toward  the  white  settlers  of 
Pennsylvania  reached  a peak  in  1756. 
Numerous  raids  upon  white  settlements 
originated  from  the  Indian  village  of 
Kittanning  on  the  Allegheny  River  about 
45  miles  northeast  of  Pittsburgh.  De- 
termined to  put  an  end  to  such  at- 
tacks, a volunteer  militia  was  organic  cd 
by  Benjamin  Franklin,  and  a line  of 
forts  constructed  to  keep  the  Indians 
in  check.  Finally,  Col.  John  Armstrong 
of  Carlisle,  Pa.,  with  a force  of  300 
pioneers  marched  to  Kittanning  on  Sep- 
tember 8th,  1756.  They  surprised  the 
village  at  three  o’clock  in  the  morning, 
and  offered  quarter  to  the  Indians  which 
was  refused.  Armstrong  then  ordered 
the  village  to  be  set  on  fire.  Forty 
Indians  were  killed  in  the  raid  and 
eleven  English  prisoners  released. 
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The  Japanese  Silver  Yen 

By  GEO.  W.  HUSKER 


The  Coinage  Law  of  1871  reformed 
the  antiquated  currency  system  of  Japan 
and  substituted  for  the  old  types  of 
coins  peculiar  to  that  country,  a new 
metallic  currency  modelled  after  that 
used  by  Western  nations.  As  a step 
leading  up  to  the  issuance  of  these  new 
coins,  the  machinery  of  the  ilbfated  mint 
at  Hong  Kong  had  been  purchased  by 
the  Japanese  Government  in  1868  and 
installed  in  a new  minting  establishment 
at  Osaka.  Ostensibly  the  law  of  1871 
introduced  a gold  standard  system  but 
at  the  same  time  provision  was  made 
for  a silver  dollar  or  one  yen  piece. 
The  authorities  expected  the  new  silver 
yen  to  speedily  replace  the  Mexican  peso, 
which,  at  the  time,  was  universally  used 
in  the  foreign  commerce  of  Japan.  As 
the  silver  yen  was  not  intended  for 
domestic  circulation  it  was  given  legal 
tender  status  only  in  the  treaty  ports 
where  it  could  be  used  in  transactions 
between  Japanese  and  foreigners  and 
could  also  be  used  by  the  foreign  resi- 
dents  in  payment  of  taxes  and  dues. 

The  silver  yen  had  been  minted  for 
only  a few  years  when  it  was  noted  that 
the  Mexican  peso  still  remained  the 
favored  coin  and  was  often  held  at  a 
premium  above  the  yen.  Since  the  yen 
of  416  grains,  900  fine  was  inferior  to 
the  peso  in  silver  content,  the  authorities 
thought  that  a heavier  coin  would  ac- 
complish the  expulsion  of  the  undesired 
pieces  more  quickly.  Accordingly,  in 
February  1875,  the  name  of  the  silver 
yen  was  changed  to  the  boyel(i  gin  or 
trade  dollar  and  its  weight  raised  from 
416  to  420  grains,  the  latter  being  the 
weight  of  the  American  Trade  Dollar 
which  was  then  well  regarded  in  Asiatic 


markets.  The  experiment  proved  futile 
as  a means  of  expelling  the  peso;  on 
the  contrary  it  had  the  effect  of  at- 
tracting the  peso  to  Japan  where  it  was 
exchanged  for  the  heavier  boyeki  gin. 
The  boyeki  gin  met  the  fate  of  all  under- 
valued coins;  being  worth  more  as 
bullion  than  as  coin,  it  went  into  the 
melting  pot.  When  this  became  appar- 
ent steps  were  taken  to  remedy  the  situa- 
tion and  in  November  1878  the  boyeki 
gin  was  discontinued  and  coinage  of  the 
silver  yen  on  the  original  specifications 
was  resumed.  Only  a few  months 
earlier  both  the  silver  yen  and  the  boyeki 
gin  had  been  declared  legal  tender  thru- 
out  all  of  Japan  which  action  had  the 
effect  of  putting  the  country  on  a gold 
and  silver  bimetallic  currency  basis. 

In  the  years  that  followed  the  silver 
yen  proved  a worthy  rival  to  the  Mexi- 
can peso.  It  not  only  ousted  the  peso 
from  Japan  but  became  the  principal 
coin  used  in  the  trade  of  the  Straits 
Settlements  and  Malay  Archipelago,  re- 
taining that  position  until  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  British  Dollar  in  1895.  In 
addition  the  yen  was  freely  current  in 
most  of  the  ports  of  Korea,  Formosa, 
Indo-China,  Siam,  and  China.  Of  the 
165  million  silver  yen  and  trade  dol- 
lars coined  in  the  last  quarter  of  the 
century,  it  has  been  estimated  that  be- 
tween 99  and  110  million  were  exported 
for  trade  purposes. 

In  1897  Japan  adopted  a new  gold 
standard  system  and  coinage  of  the 
silver  yen  for  use  in  Japan  was  suspend- 
ed. Circulation  of  the  piece  in  Japan 
was  prohibited  after  April  31,  1898; 
and  after  July  1898  it  was  no  longer 
accepted  by  the  Government  in  pay- 
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ment  of  taxes  and  imposts.  This  vir- 
tually brought  to  a close  the  career  ot 
a coin  which  enjoyed  a peculiarly  high 
rating  thruout  all  of  the  Far  East.  The 
yen  was  given  a new  lease  on  life  in 
1901  when  coinage  was  resumed  and 
continued  until  1914,  some  40  million 
pieces  being  struck  in  that  span  of  years. 
A large  number  of  these  pieces  were 
shipped  to  Formosa  to  serve  as  the  re- 
serve fund  for  bank  notes  issued  by  the 
Bank  of  Formosa.  Practically  all  of  the 
remainder  were  exported  for  the  pay  and 
maintenance  of  the  Japanese  armies  in 
China  and  Formosa. 

Two  types  of  silver  1-yen  pieces  were 
issued  for  circulation.  The  boyeki  gin 
or  trade  dollar  conformed  closely  to  the 
type  of  the  yen  of  1874. 

1.  Obv.  In  center,  a blazing  sun;  in 
outer  circle,  a wreath  of  kiri  and  chry- 
santhemum; above,  the  Imperial  Chry- 
santhemum crest  with  a kiri  crest  on 
either  side. 


Rev.  Dragon  in  a beaded  circle; 
around — Dai  J\[ippon  (Great  Japan) 
and  date;  below — Ichi  Ten  (One  Dol- 
lar) ; all  in  Japanese. 

Coined  1870  to  1872;  3,685,049 

pieces  put  into  circulation. 

2.  Obv.  Wreath  of  kiri  and  chry- 
santhemum; in  center — Ichi  Ten;  at  top, 
chrysanthemum  crest. 

Rev.  Dragon  in  a beaded  circle; 
around — Dai  J\[ippon  and  date  in  Jap- 
anese characters;  below,  in  English 
416  • ONE  YEN  • 900. 

Coined  1874  to  1875,  1878  to  1897, 
1901  to  1915.  Between  1874  and  1898 

158,392,023  pieces  put  into  circula- 
tion; between  1901  and  1915 — 39,374,- 
478  pieces  issued  for  use  abroad. 

3.  Obv.  Same  as  No.  2,  except  in 
center  of  wreath — Boyeki  Gin. 

Rev.  Same  as  No.  2,  except  English 
legend  reads — 420  GRAINS  • TRADE 
DOLLAR  • 900  FINE. 

Coined  1875  to  1878;  3,056,638  pieces 
put  into  circulation. 
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NUMERALS 


* 

- ra 

3i  A 

1 

2 

3 4 

5 

6 

-fc 

A 

dL  + 

A- 

7 

8 

9 10 

11 

15 

Hi'S. 

IH+ 

zo 

2.5 

30 

40 

IMPERIAL  ERAS 

• 

A lb. 

118  ^1 

MEIJI 

TAISHO 

5H0WA 

legends 

ABA 

BfS  H 

- 

HI 

DA! 

NIPPON 

MEIJI  6AN  * 

■NEN  ICUI 

YEN 

m 

DAI  NIPPON 

MEIJI 

JU-SHI-  NEN 

ABA 

mis 

DAI  NIPPON 

MEIJI 

JU-NEN 

Dates  and  Legends  on  the  Silver  Yen. 

The  dates  on  Japanese  coins  are  expressed,  in  terms  oi  the  Imperial  Eras,  of 
which  there  have  been  three  in  modern  times, — M EIJl  ( 1 868'  191  1 ) , TAISHO 

( 1912-1925),  and  SHOW  A ( 1926  ).  On  the  silver  Gyen  pieces  the  legends, 

which  are  read  outwardly  from  left  to  right,  begin  with  the  characters  Dai  Nippon, 
followed  by  the  name  of  the  Imperial  Era.  The  numeral  which  follows  designates 
the  order  of  the  year  in  the  era  and  is  accompanied  by  the  character  Nen  (year). 
For  example  the  legend  of  No.  1 is  read  Da i Nippon  M eiji  San  Nen  (Great  Japan 
Meiji  3rd  Year).  Bearing  in  mind  that  the  Meiji  era  began  in  1868,  the  3rd  year 
of  Meiji  is  equivalent  to  1870.  No.  2 is  dated  the  14th  year  of  Meiji  (1881) 
and  No.  3 bears  the  date  Meiji  10th  year  (1877).  All  of  the  silver  yen  were 
struck  in  the  Meiji  era  with  the  exception  of  the  issues  of  191  4-191  7 (Taisho  3rd 
and  4th  years). 
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Republican 

By  R.  W.  JOHNSON 


Part  Five. 


Denarii 


With  the  special  joint  issue  of  the 
urban  quaestors  Piso  and  Caepio  (100 
B.C.)  we  come  to  a distinct  turning' 
point  in  the  entire  Roman  Republican 
series.  In  fact,  so  many  new  trends 
vitally  affecting  the  future  of  the  denar- 
ius  make  their  debut  with  this  piece,  that 
a step-by-step  analysis  of  them  is  a 
virtual  necessity. 


Exceptional  minting  privileges  were 
extended  to  these  two  government  of- 
ficials by  the  Senate  as  the  result  of  the 
"Lex  Saturninus".  The  object  of  the 
law  was  to  furnish  cheap  corn  to  the 
poor  of  Rome  from  the  public  granaries. 
Speculation  in  food  prices  and  real 
famine  were  a perpetual  menace  in  the 
rapidly  expanding  city.  Financing  the 
measure  was  a costly  proposition  and 
it  was  hoped  that  at  least  part  of  the 
expense  could  be  absorbed  by  putting 
a new  denarius  into  circulation  under 
the  sponsorship  of  the  urban  quaestors. 

Since  Saturn  was  the  “god  of  sow- 
ing" and  the  funds  for  the  bounty  were 
drawn  by  the  quaestors  from  the  state 
treasure  the  “aerarium  Saturni"  housed 
in  the  temple  of  Saturn  it  was  prob- 
ably considered  more  than  appropriate 
to  substitute  the  head  of  this  deity  for 
that  of  the  personified  Roma  (obverse 
of  figure  1 ) . It  is  also  possible  that 
the  type  may  have  been  intended  as  a 
by-play  on  the  name  “Saturninus",  and 


chosen  in  honor  of  the  author  of  the 
law.  Whatever  their  attitude  may  have 
been,  these  two  moneyers  were  the  first 
to  open  the  way  for  a full  exploitation 
of  the  obverse;  such  as  we  have  seen 
take  place  with  the  abandonment  of  the 
“Dioscuri"  on  the  reverse.  The  Roma 
head  does  not  entirely  disappear  at 
this  date.  It  is  still  quite  common  until 
90  B.C.,  and  occurs  sporadically  there- 
after. But  the  entering  wedge  had  been 
driven  and  Roma  no  longer  reigns  su- 
preme over  her  coinage. 

Several  other  novelties  are  to  be 
noted  on  the  obverse.  We  are  faced 
with  a dual  issue  for  the  first  time,  and 
with  it  arose  the  problem  of  a suitable 
place  for  the  moneyer’s  signature.  The 
reverse  field  was  already  overcrowded: 
so  it  was  decided  to  transfer  their  names 
to  the  obverse — a practice  which  others 
were  to  follow  from  time  to  time  as  con- 
venience might  dictate.  In  order  to  make 
room  for  the  inscription,  the  mark  of 
value  “X"  had  to  be  omitted.  Denomina- 
tions seldom  show  on  denarii  after  100 
B.C.  Official  titles  now  begin  to  appear 
on  the  coinage  with  ever  increasing 
frequency.  In  this  instance  we  see  the 
letter  “Q"  standing  for  “quaestores", 
the  urban  quaestors  or  city  treasurers; 
paving  the  way  for  a long  list  of  spe- 
cial magistrates.  Most  outstanding  are 
the  issues  of  the  curule  aediles,  praetors, 
quaestors,  consuls  and  pro-consuls,  leg- 
ates, praefects,  military  triumvirs,  im- 
perators  (generals)  etc.  These  special 
mintages  were  of  course  supplemental  to 
the  regular  issues  of  the  monetary 
triumvirs. 

Turning  over  our  coin  we  see  Piso 
and  Caepio  wearing  the  flowing  Roman 
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toga  and  seated  on  low  benches  or 
stools  known  as  “subsellia”.  Thus  the 
gradual  evolution  of  the  reverse  reaches 
its  climax  with  the  introduction  of  the 
figure  of  the  contemporary  money er  or 
historical  character.  We  can  best  ap- 
preciate  the  revolutionary  nature  of  this 
step  by  comparing  it  with  our  modern 
taboo  against  placing  the  portrait  of  liv- 
ing presidents  on  the  United  States  cur- 
rency  or  postage  stamps.  The  Romans 
had  previously  been  equally  conserva- 
tive. 

The  word  “Roma”,  always  used  in 
conjunction  with  the  head  of  the  city- 
goddess,  is  relegated  to  the  past  and 
the  descriptive  phrase  AD.  FRV.  EMV. 
EX.  S.  C.;  or  more  fully,  Ad  Frumen- 
turn  Emundum — Ex  Senatus  Consulto— 
“to  purchase  corn  in  obedience  to  the 
decree  of  the  Senate”,  takes  its  place. 
(The  law  of  Saturninus  fixed  the  price 
of  corn  at  a bronze  semis  plus  a triens 
per  modius.  These  two  coins  were 
equivalent  in  value  to  five-sixths  of  the 
Roman  “As”.)  Inscriptions  of  this  sort 
become  increasingly  common  after  100 
B.C.  and  are  not  only  a great  aid  to  the 
numismatist  in  attributing  his  denarii, 
but  also  furnish  invaluable  help  to  the 
scholar  through  their  contributions  of 
important  historical  data. 

The  problem  of  mintages  also  increases 
in  complexity  in  the  last  century  B.C. 
The  capital  of  course  still  leads  in  out- 
put. Local  Italian  mints  however  ceased 
to  pattern  their  denarii  after  those  of 
the  mother  city.  In  the  ten  year  period 
ending  with  the  close  of  the  Social  War 
(when  they  were  finally  discontinued) 
we  see  many  distinctive  new  types.  But 
Rome,  through  her  conquests,  had  now 
become  a world  wide  empire  in  every- 
thing but  name,  and  governors,  local 
magistrates  and  generals-in-the-field 
found  it  convenient  to  set  up  provincial 
and  military  mints  in  Spain,  Gaul,  Sicily, 
Africa  and  the  East.  Provincial  denarii 
were  issued  in  Spain  as  early  as  88  B.C. 


Gallic  and  Eastern  mints  are  active  after 
82  B.C.  Those  of  Sicily  and  Africa 
functioned  in  the  periods  49-36  B.C.  and 
47-36  B.C.  respectively.  The  republican 
coinage  was  tremendously  augmented  and 
enriched  by  these  historical  pieces. 

Above  all  else  it  was  the  day  of  the 
great  Roman  public  official  and  general, 
but  sometimes  acquired  almost  unlimited 
power  in  their  respective  domains  now 
that  republican  simplicity  had  all  but 
vanished.  The  coinage  also  was  that  of 
an  individualist,  with  its  constant  ref- 
erences to  the  moneyer’s  ancestors,  fam- 
ily, or  public  acts.  We  have  continually 
had  occasion  to  note  this  encroachment 
of  the  personal  element  into  the  field  of 
state  symbolism.  Now  the  personal  and 
contemporary  historical  type  predomin- 
ate and  we  enter  into  what,  for  many 
collectors,  is  the  most  fascinating  period 
of  the  Republican  coinage. 

The  infinite  variety  and  wide  scope  of 
the  late  denarii  makes  it  advisable  for 
us  to  abandon  our  previous  chronolog- 
ical arrangement  and  seek  some  broader 
and  more  flexible  method  of  classification. 
The  alphabetical  listings  by  gens,  gen- 
erally found  in  early  numismatic 
works,  are  only  satisfactory  when  treat- 
ing the  Republican  coinage  as  a whole 
Moreover,  they  do  not  tell  a story,  serv- 
ing merely  as  a catalog  of  types.  If 
instead,  we  now  group  our  coins  ac- 
cording to  subject  matter,  we  get  a 
comprehensive  picture  of  Roman  life  at 
one  of  the  most  interesting  periods  of 
antiquity.  The  following  headings  have 
been  selected  as  particularly  suited  to 
our  purpose: 

(A)  Mythology  and  Religion. 

(B)  Architecture. 

(C)  Miscellaneous  types. 

(D)  History. 

(E)  Portraiture. 

(To  be  continued) 
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SCRIP  ISSUED  BY  RAILROAD,  CANAL  AND  BRIDGE  COMPANIES 
AND  OTHERS  IN  TRANSPORTATION  SERVICE  PRIOR  TO  1900, 

SIMILAR  TO  BANK  NOTES. 

By  1).  C.  WISMER 


OHIO  (Continued) 

City  of  Ohio 

Ohio  Railroad  Co. 


Denomination  Date  Valuation 

$1  1840  3.00 

$1  

$2  

$2  

$3  1840  3.00 

$5  3.00 

$5  

$10  


Little  Beaver 

Little  Beaver  Bridge  Co. 

50c  4.00 

Newark 

Columbus  & Lake  Erie  R.R.  Co. 

$50  Nov.  3,  1850  5.00 

Newark  Plank  Road  Co. 

$1  1852  2.00 

Piqua 

Miami  Canal 

$3  

(Construction  Notes) 

$5  

$10 

$20 

Richmond 

Ohio  Railroad  Co. 


$1  1836  

$2  1837  3.00 

$3  1837  3.00 

Toledo 

Erie  & Kalamazoo  R.R.  Co. 

25c  1-00 

50c  TOO 


Urban a 

Mad  River  & Lake  Erie  R.R.  Co. 
5c  1841 


PENNSYLVANIA 
Belief  onte 

Tyrone  & Lockhaven  R.R.  Co. 


Denomination  Date  Valuation 

$5  3.00 

Carlisle 

Cumberland  Valley  R.R.  Co. 

$1  1837  25.00 

$5  1838  

Cattawissa 

Cattawissa  Bridge  Co. 

$3  1837  3.00 

Chambers!)  u rg 

Chambersburg  & Bedford  Turnpike 
Road  Co. 

$10  1819  1.50 

Colu  mbia 


Columbia  Bank  & Bridge  Co. 

$1  1841  

$2  1841 

$5  1841  

Columbia  Penna.  Bridge  Co. 


12V2C  Jan.  1,  1815  5.00 

25c  1815  

Easton 

Easton  Delaware  Bridge  Co. 

5c  Jan.  31,  1815  5.00 

5c  Jan.  1,  1816  2.00 

10c  Jan.  31,  1815  5.00 

10c  Jan.  1,  1816  2.00 

12y2c  Jan.  1,  1816  2.00 

20c  Jan.  1.  1816  2.00 

25c  Jan.  1,  1816  2.00 

50c  Jan.  1,  1816  2.00 

Franklin 

Franklin  Bridge  Co. 

$1  1819  5.00 

Gettysburg 

Gettysburg  & Petersburg  Turnpike  Co. 
12V2c  2.00 
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Great  Bend 

Great  Bend  Bridge  Co. 


Denomination  Date  Valuation 

4c  June  7,  1816  10.00 

12  HC  June  7,  1816  5.00 


Harrisburg 

Wisconisco  Canal  & Coal  Co. 

25c  May  1,  1838  ..... 

50c  May  1,  1838  

$1  Mav  1,  1838  

$2  Mav  1,  1838  3.00 


Huntingdon 

Huntingdon,  Cambria  & Indiana  Turn- 
pike Road  Co. 


6 14  c 

12 He  Apr.  22,  1816  4.00 

25c 

$1  1816  ZIIIIIZIIIIII  3.00 

$2  

$3  1818  3.00 

Mauch  Chunk 

Lehigh  Coal  & Navigation  Co. 

$1  1825  1.00 

$1  (Year  Printed)  1826  1.00 

$2  1826  3.00 

$5  R.,  Portrait  of 

Washington 

$5  R.,  FIVE  across  


Mercer 

Mercer  & Meadville  Turnpike  Co. 

Denomination  Date  Valuation 

25c  1818  

$1  1810  

?1  ( Variety ) 

<£2  1818 

$2  (Different  ends)  1819 

Nescopeck 

Bridge  Over  the  Susquehanna  at  the 


Falls  of  Nescopeck 

50c  Nov.  28,  1815  5.00 

$2  Nov.  28,  1815  10.00 

New  Hanover 

Limerick  & Colebrookdale  Turnpike 
Road  Co. 

10c  1862  2.00 

25c  1862  2.00 

New  Hope 

New  Hope — Delaware  Bridge 

6 14  c 1815  2.00 

10c 

I2y»c 

$1  " 1816  3.00 

$1  1821  3.00 

$1  1825  3.00 

$2  1821  10.00 

$3  1821  

$5  

$10  

$20  1815  5.00 


(To  be  continued) 


Domestic  Coinage  Executed,  By  Mints,  During 
The  Month  of  February,  1941. 

Denomination  Philadelphia  San  Francisco  Denver 


SILVER 


Half  dollars 

$754.70  .... 

$98,200.00 

Quarter  dollars 

377.25  

315,000.00 

Dimes 

206,150.90 

MINOR 

Five-cent  nickels 

342,575.00 

43,000.00 

One-cent  bronze 

231,1  5 5.00 

75,000.00 

COINAGE  EXECUTED 

FOR  FOREIGN  GOVERNMENTS 

AT  PHILADELPHIA  MINT 

Pieces 

Netherlands  East 

Indies  Silver 

.720  fine 25  Cent 

1 1,424,000 

kb  u 

U b b 

“ “ 10 

12,000,000 

AT  SAN 

FRANCISCO  MINT 

IndoChina 

Nickel... 

20  Centimes  

5,820,000 

u u 

c b 

10 

13,830,000 

43,074,000 
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NUMISMATIC  RARITIES 

The  coins  listed  under  this  heading  are  all  for  sale  at  the  prices  marked. 

They  are  portrayed  on  the  opposite  page. 

DENMARK 

Christian  III.  Joachimsdaler  1547.  Half  length  figure  in  cap  to  r. 

Iy  Arms.  Schou  No.  2.  Very  fine  for  this  early  piece  $50.00 

Frederick  II.  Speciedaler  of  3 marks  1563.  Arms.  Iy  Value. 

Schou  No.  5.  Fine  12.50 

Christian  IV.  Speciedaler  1647.  Bust  in  upper  half  of  obverse. 

R Arms.  Schou  No.  14.  Ex.  fine 10.00 

Frederick  III.  Speciedaler  1650.  Crowned  bust.  Iy  Arms.  Schou 

No.  14.  Very  fine  12.50 

Frederick  III.  Double  speciedaler  1669.  Laureated  bust  in  armor. 

1^  Circle  of  shields.  Schou  No.  7.  Superb ..... 50.00 

Frederick  IV.  Krone  1700.  Large  bust.  I£  Arms  and  cyphers. 

Schou  No.  5.  Uncirculated  10.00 

Christian  VI.  4 Marks  1731.  Large  bust.  R Crown.  Uncirculated  10.00 

Frederick  V.  Double  speciedaler.  King  enthroned.  1^  Arms 

supported  by  two  wild  men.  Schou  No.  11.  Ex.  fine 22.50 

Frederick  V.  Rigsdaler  1749  of  6 marks.  Silver  from  the  mines  of 
Norway.  Bust  to  r.  Norwegian  lion  with  curved  battle 
axe.  Mint  state  20.00 

Christian  VII.  Rigsdaler  1788  also  of  the  Norwegian  mines.  Same 

type  as  preceding.  Schou  No.  7.  Superb  25.00 

Christian  VII.  (1790)  Superb  pattern  rigsdaler  by  the  English  em 
graver  Kiichler.  Head  to  r.  R Crowned  arms.  Schou  U.  A. 

No.  3.  Superb  proof  in  double  thickness  25.00 

Albertsdaler  1796.  Wild  man  supporting  arms.  Shield  divides 

date.  Schou  No.  3.  Ex.  fine  15.00 

Any  of  the  above  coins  will  be  sent  upon  receipt  of  price 
or  may  be  had  on  approval  by  regular  customers. 


ii  viim 


BOOKS  ON  GREEK  AND  ROMAN  COINS 


Guide  to  the  Exhibition  of  Roman  Coins  in  the  British  Museum.  8vo.  boards 

with  8 plates  and  11  figures.  1927  $ 1.00 

A splendid  text  book  for  the  beginner  both  from  the  numismatic  and 
historical  viewpoint. 

Guide  to  the  Principal  Coins  of  the  Greeks.  Small  4to  cloth,  with  50  full  page 

plates.  1 9 3 3 ..................... .......... ..................  ............  .......... ...... ......... .. .............. .... ....... .. . .. ......................... .. ........  6.00 

Based  on  the  original  work  by  Barclay  V.  Head.  Indispensable  to  the 
collector. 


Imperial  Byzantine  Coins  in  the  British  Museum.  By  Warwick  Wroth.  2 vol. 

Roy.  8vo.  half  morocco,  pp  cxii  (Introduction)  and  687,  with  79 

plates.  1908  16.00 

Describes  the  coinage  of  the  Byzantine  Empire  from  A.  D.  491  to  1453. 

Coins  of  the  Vandals,  Ostrogoths  and  Lombards  and  of  the  Empires  of 
Thessalonica,  Nicaea  and  Trebizond  in  the  British  Museum.  By  War' 


wick  Wroth.  Roy.  8vo.  half  morocco.  43  plates.  1911  7.00 

Roman  Coins  From  the  Earliest  Coins  to  the  Fall  of  the  Western  Empire.  By 

Harold  Mattingly.  8vo.  cloth.  64  plates.  1928  6.25 

Historia  Numorum.  By  Barclay  V.  Head.  A Manual  of  Greek  Numismatics. 

Roy.  8vo.  cloth,  with  a large  number  of  illustrations.  1911  14.50 


A library  in  one  volume.  The  most  important  work  on  Greek  coins 
ever  published. 

Royal  Greek  Portrait  Coins.  By  Edward  T.  Newell.  An  exhaustive  treatise 
on  the  kingdoms  of  ancient  Greece  and  the  coins  which  bear  the  por' 
traits  of  the  rulers.  16  plates,  map  and  index  of  rulers.  Cloth  bound  2.50 

Numismatic  Mythology.  By  Jean  B.  Cammann.  The  mythology  of  Greek 
coins  fully  explained  in  an  interesting  manner,  with  illustrations.  A list 
of  words  and  phrases,  archaic  Greek  letters,  map  and  bibliography.  Cloth  1.50 

Greek  Coins.  By  Charles  Seltman.  An  account  of  the  metallic  currency  in 
the  Bronze  Age  and  the  rise  and  development  of  coinage  during  seven 


centuries.  64  plates,  maps.  London.  1933  7.50 

A Handbook  of  the  Coinage  of  the  Byzantine  Empire.  By  Hugh  Goodacre. 

8vo.  Cloth.  Three  parts  bound  in  one.  364  pages.  Profusely  illustrated. 
London  1928  10.00 


Forwarding  extra 


